Metastatic Thymic Carcinoma Presenting as a Posterior Fossa Mass: Case Report and Review of the Literature.
Thymic epithelial tumors (TETs) are uncommon lesions, and cerebral metastases from these tumors are even rarer. We report a case of a posterior fossa metastasis in a patient with a known history of thymic carcinoma. A 47-year-old man with a history of Hodgkin lymphoma and thymic carcinoma presented with headache, nausea, and ataxia. Imaging revealed a large posterior fossa mass. This lesion was completely resected without complications. Pathologic examination was consistent with metastatic thymic carcinoma. The patient's symptoms were relieved postoperatively. We reviewed the literature and identified an additional 44 cases of TETs with metastases to the brain. Although brain metastases are generally associated with a poor prognosis in patients with TETs, survival of more than 1 year may be accomplished with surgical resection and multimodality treatment. Metastasis should be considered in the differential of a patient with a TET and an intracranial mass lesion.